PINEAPPLE POLL

Our Dufour  32 Classic is for sale after 10 years because we need a bigger boat to accommodate the 3 grandchildren who come down to France with their parents every year.

She is a nice combination of comfortable accommodation and good sailing ability and she is easily handled by a husband and wife crew. This is an opportunity for anyone who likes the idea of spending some time in France.

At present she is ashore near La Roche-Bernard in Southern Brittany where she has been kept for the past few years. This is a wonderful cruising area with many charming and interesting ports to visit up and down the coast, a string of offshore islands and the Gulf of Morbihan a few miles away. The weather is much better than UK, so are the restaurants! 

La Roche-Bernard is a charming market town on the Vilaine River about 7 miles from the sea, above the lock so it is non-tidal and a very safe place to leave the boat. We have paid 1,544 euros for the coming season ( 2010) for the berth including electricity while we are there. And our annual contract gives us free marina berths in virtually all the other marinas in the region for at least 2 nights while cruising. We do not spend all our time on the boat sailing, we often use it as a country cottage and go to the beach, markets, sight-seeing etc. We just love it there.

We pay £50 annually to Brittany Ferries to join their “Property Owners Club” which  gives us a 30% discount on fares to France. We go for 1 to 4 weeks at a time about 5 times a year. The saving on mooring fees compared to UK makes up for the travel costs. There are a lot of British boats in that part of France and many owners spend 6 months of the year there. We usually take the ferry to Caen and drive the 180 miles , mostly dual-carriageway, to La Roche-Bernard in about 4 hours including a stop en route. There is a very good prospect of getting a berth at La Roche-Bernard as they are building some new pontoons. When we arrived they said they were full but gave us a temporary berth for 6 months, renewable.

If you are interested, see the two articles in the new Winter 2009 Dufour News by Derek and Veronica Russell about their 32 Classic Freebird and their cruise down to this area.

Alternatively the boat can be sailed back to UK, a distance of just over 400 miles coast hopping round the coast of Brittany and the Channel Islands.

Incidentally” Pinapple Poll” is a ballet based on an epic  poem and music by Gilbert and Sullivan. She fell in love with a sea captain, dressed up as a sailor-boy and went to sea. She was found out when they fired the cannon, as being a girl, she was frightened. They lived happily ever after.

Contact Andrew and Sheila Collyer     Tel 01590 641581                                                                    e-mail  andrewjcollyer@aol.com
